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PRO V. Xi. II. 


By the bleſſing of the upright the city is ex- 
alted : but it is overthrown by the mouth 


of the wicked, 


each particular expreſſion in the text; for whe- 
ther by the Bleſſing of the upright be meant the re- 
ligious regard which good men have towards God, 
or the providential. regard which God has towards good 
men, it amounts to the ſame ; for who Vt up their hands 
in the ſanctuary, and bleſs the Lord, the Lord that made 
' heaven and earth, ſhall bleſs them cut of Zion: * Or 
whether by the mouth of the wicked be meant the vices 
of the tongue, particularly hurtful ta Socictics, ſuch as 
per, ury, falſhood, ſlander, quarrelling, and the like; 
or whether all other vices are comprehended, (deſcribed 
by our Saviour in St. Matthew, by a Synecdoche, as 
proceeding out of the mouth) either way, the words 
afford us this general maxim; © That where religion 


I SHALL not curiouſly examine the weight of 
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thinst 


( 2 ) 


« and juſt principles prevail, there the common- 
« wealth will flouriſh: but where it is tainted 
with irreligion, and debauched in its principles, 
„ there it will tend to deſtruction.” A maxim, not 
drawn from the theory- of an Fllropian Politician, the 
ſpeculations of philoſophy, or dreams of inexperienced 
and unſocial Monks: but formed upon reaſon: and ob- 
ſervation by a Rox Al Politician, welt verſed in his ſub- 


288 One whoſe chief thrift was after wiſdom, and 


lus innocent ambition the welfare of his people. Give 
thy ſervant an underſtanding heart to judge thy people, 
was his ſole requeſt. The generous prayer was heard, 
He was wiſer than ail men. And Royal Evidence ſup- 


ports his character; for the Queen of the South at- 
teſts; 7hby wiſdom exceedeth the fame which I heard. 


Nay Pagan Hiſtorians were no ſtrangers to it. F The 
maxims of ſuch men are of great weight, and might 
expect admittance on their own credit : However, we 


will make trial of this upon the touch-ſtones of Hei- 
tory and Reofon ; 


1. Examining the truth of it by the experience of 
paſt ages. 


II. Enquiring into the grounds and reaſons of its 
truth. After which I ſhall 


a1 Kings Il. 9. + Chap. iv. 31. I Chap. X. 7. 


F Vide Diun Hiſtoricum et Menandrum Ef heſium apud Jaſ. contr. App. 
Lib. I. 17, 18. 


III. Re- 
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III. Recommend the turning the advantageous ſide 
of the maxim towards ourſelves. 


FIRST, I ſhall examine the truth of this maxim 
by the experience of paſt ages. 


To collect all the paſſages of Sacred Hiſlory to this 
purpoſe would be to tranſcribe Mosts and the pro- 
fhets. I ſhall ſelect only a few of the moſt remarkable. 


That a voluntary departing from God, throwing off the 
obedience due to poſitive laws,. and a confident reli- 
ance on our own perſonal wiſdom, are crimes prejudi- 
cial to Society, we carry about in our unhappy ſelves 
the fatal teſtimony ; wherever we ſee fin, or folly, or 
miſery. among men, we ſee an evidence of this; and 
feel the pernicious effects of Adam's guilt in theſe par- 
ticulars, in the genuine conſequences of his puniſhment. 
Crimes that did not deſtroy a ſingle kingdom only, 
but human nature. 


All the preſent States and Empires, however fortified 
by mountains, or environed by occans, which fill the 
little ambition of Princes, declare this truth ; as they 
are but the fragments and ruins of a broken world, de- 
ſtroyed for the iniquity of its inhabitants, 
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As to particular cities, Go ſeek for Sodom and Go- 
morrab, Admab and Zcboim ! Their places ſhall indeed 
be found ; but thoſe places ſhall teſtify the dreadful ef- 
fects of wanting Ten Righteous within their walls. 
Their ſulphurous ocean, which to this day rolls its pit- 
chy waves, and bituminous ſoil, acknowledge, that with 
reſpect to thoſe wicked, Fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and 
tempeſi, was heretofore their portion to drink*. ÞF 


The nations, who were put to the ſword, or driven 
out to make room for the people of Mael, were not pu- | 
niſhed arbitrarily, and without juſt cauſe; for when the 
land was promiſed to Abraham, the poſſeſſion was de- 
ferred for 400 years, becauſe the inigquity of the Ammo- 
rites was not yet full. & And when they took poſſeſſion, 
they were told, for the wickedneſs of theſe nations the LORD 
doth drive them out from before you. | And they are cau- 
tioned to keep the ſtatutes of God, and not commit any 
abominations which the men of the land had done, that 
the land ſpue not you out alſo when ye defile it, as it ſpueth out 
the nations, that were before you. T Accordingly, the ſub- 
ſequent ſucceſſes or diſperſions, the conqueſts or capti- 


Pal. xi. 7. + Haud procul inde campi, quos ferunt olim 
uberes, magniſque urbibus habitatos, fulminum jactu arſiſſe; et ma- 
nere veſtigia, terramque ipſam, ſpecie torridam, vim frugiferam perdi- 
diſſe. Tacit, Hiſt. Lib. 5. cap. 6. $ Gen. xv. 16. Deut. 
IX. 4. + Levit. xviii. 28. 


vities 


FT. 

vities of the Mraelites (tho' ſubſervient to other wiſe pur- 
poſes in the divine oeconomy) were the propor- 
tioned effects of their obedience or diſobedience to 
God. Till at length, incorrigible and untutored by long 
experience, they quite wearied out his favour, and are, 
at this day, a people ſubſiſting without a country, to be 
a living lecture to teach all the nations, among whom 
they are ſcattered, that it is God that ruleth in Jacob, and 
unto the ends of the world. t 


If we turn our eyes to other nations, and carry our 
enquiries through the four great monarchies, we ſhall 
meet with the ſame truth. The Babylonian, in ſpite of all 
its grandeur and magnificence, fell for its impiety, accord- 
ing to the prophecies of Jaiah, Feremiah, and Daniel. 
And their kingdom was given to the Medes and Perſians, 
who took poſſeſſion in the middle of a public debauch.* 
The empire, that roſe out of its ruins, reads us the 
ſame lecture. Whoever conſiders the boundleſs luſts, 
inceſts, and lawleſs will of the Perfian Kings, particu- 
larly the voluptuouſneſs of Ochus, his brutal cruelties, 
and his profane contempt of the Agyptian religion (tho 
falſe) may manifeſtly diſcern the ſeeds of the Pepſian 
ruin, the cauſe that made them ſo willingly ſubmit to 
Alexander, and paſs themſelves over to the Grecian mo- 
narchy. This, as it began, and in great meaſure end- 


t Pſal. lix. 13. * Dan, v. 30, 31. 


ed, 


1 
TY with Alexander, is not to be looked upon as 
a regular, eſtabliſhed empire, but an indigeſted heap of 


conqueſts that tumbled to pieces at his death, and fell 
into the hands of his Captains, 


Its ſucceſſor, the Roman monarchy, is rich in its it 
ſtructions. Whoever conſiders their hiſtory, (ſays 


« Machiavel) will find how uſeful a thing religion was 
« to the governing of armies, to the uniting of the peo- 


« ple, to the keeping men good, and to the deterring 
« them from being bad. For never was the fear of 
© God (ſays he) ſo eminently conſpicuous as in that 
« commonwealth.” * Happy had it been, had their 
principles and morals been never tainted! But the diffe- 
rence of their manners afterwards, is thus repreſented 
by their own hiſtorian ; + who ſpeaking of the people's 
regard to the oath they had taken to one of their conſuls, 
even in a caſe where the obligation of the oath might 
appear doubtful, he tells us, ſuch was the people's 
tenderneſs and veneration of religion, that they would 
not ſtrain and preſume upon their conſciences; for, 
adds he, © The negle& of the Gods, which hath 
** overſpread His age, was not then come to that heigth, 
«nor did every man interpret his oaths, and accommo- 
date the laws to his own intereſt and advantage.” 
The conſequent ruin of the commonwealth is ſufficient- 


= 


* Diſc. on Livy, B. I. c. xi. + Lrvy, Lib. III. c. 20. 


ly 
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ly known. The abovementioned Firs tine politician, 
makes this reflection on their hiſtory. „The religion 
« introduced by Numa was one of the firſt cauſes of 
« the Roman felicity, becauſe religion produced good 
e laws, good laws good fortune, and good fortune a 
“good end, in whatever they undertook. And as ſtrict- 
<« neſs in divine worſhip, and conſcience of oaths, are 
40 great helps to the advancement of a ſtate; ſo con- 
*« tempt of the one, and neglect of the other, are great 
« means of its deſtruction. Take away religion, and 
te take away the foundation of government,” + 


Thus we ſee the judgement of the moſt celebrated 
modern politician, founded upon hiſtorical obſervations 
and the evidence of facts, comes in to the ſupport of 
this maxim. I proceed 


SECONDLY, To enquire into the grounds and 
reaſons why this maxim is ſo generally true. There 
are two material ones; 


1. Becauſe e kingdom is the Lord's, and he is the 
governor among the nations. * Whence we may conclude, 
that his bleſſings and judgements would correſpond to 
our allegiance, and that ſince he ruleth by his power for 
ever, and his eyes behold the nations, therefore they who 


+ Lib. I. cap. xi. * Pſ, xxii. 28. 
are 
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(8 
are robellicus fhall not be able to exalt themſelves. + And 
what reaſon would - ſuggeſt, revelation aſſerts, and 
hiſtory confirms, frequently by an extraordinary inter- 
pretation of the ALMIGHTY); for not only 
among his peculiar people, but in the hiſtory of every 
nation upon earth, we may ſee the finger of God di- 
recting and governing in a very wonderful manner. 
And this muſt needs be; for we are too ſhort-ſighted, 
and too ſhort-liv'd, to conduct the complicated con- 
cerns of whole kingdoms, as they happen to relate to 
one another through all generations, without a ſupreme 
Governor, whole diſcerning eye can comprehend them 
all, and whoſe years ſhall not fail. Particular common- 
wealths, like ſhips at ſea, may be worked each by the 
maſter of the veſſel: but their ſtation, courſe, employ- 


ment in the fleet, is determined by the-common Admi- 
ral, who controuls all their motions. 


Thus God frequently interpoſes with his Providence 
in an extraordinary manner, and ſtations, diſciplines, 
directs, rewards, and puniſhes particular ſtates, as the 
wiſdom of his univerſal polity requires: but as to any 
particular ſtate, excluſive of other regards, and conſi- 
dered ſeparate from the general oeconomy, it would 
be ſuthcient to leave them to the genuine effects of 
their own behaviour. Which ſuggeſts 


+ Bf, Ixvi.. 7: 
2.:A 
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2. A ſecond reaſon for the truth of this maxim, 
namely, the natural tendency of religion and good 
principles towards making a people happy, and of 
their contraries towards it's deſtruction. 


Every nation, as a Society, is made up of a great 
variety of relations, from whence mutual duties ſpring, 
on the faithful diſcharge of which duties the welfare of 
that Society depends. But then a private preſent Good, 
in which we are more immediately concerned, will be 
apt to engage us more ſtrongly than the Public, which 
is diſcernible only by a calm thought and reflection, 
and even then affects us but faintly and at a diſtance. 
To encounter this prejudice, Religion brings in her ſuc- 
cours, and propoſes the belief of an over-ruling provi- 
dence, and a future, juſt retribution, as a ſupport to 
our virtue. And theſe being of eternal conſequence, 
and by a lively faith rendered equally preſent to the 
mind, are ſufficient to overbalance the temporary temp- 
tation that is weighed againſt it. Whence it is manifeſt, 
that as this belief languiſhes and fades, the corruption 
of our nature will proportionably gather ſtrength, till 
SELF, like an eddy, draws in all the ſolicitude of the 
ſoul, and private intereſt tramples upon public Good. 
Prince and people truſt their lives and fortunes to the 
ſecurity of religion, when they truſt both to the ſecuri- 
ty of an oath. And men, who are bantering away 


© the 
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the belief of that God by whom they ſwear, are tear- 
ing up the foundations of government; nulling the 
prince's obligation, © to obſerve, in all his judgments, 
right and juſtice with diſcretion. in mercy, and in 
« truth;” abſolving his people from their allegiance ; ef- 
ſectually overturning all our courts of judicature ; and 
are ſetting men at liberty to purſue their own humour: 
and advantage by any methods conſiſtent with preſent 
impunity. 


It is true, with reſpect to the outward act, human 
laws are a kind of ſupplemental” honeſty, obliging in 
ſome meaſure ſuch people to the performance of their 
duty, as would otherwiſe neglect, or act contrary to it: 
But it is caſy to diſcern that the corrupt principles of a 
people mult naturally tend to their deſtruction, in ſpite 
of all the prudence, nay by the very means of prudent 
laws. For if laws are to ſupply the want of honeſty, 
as the corruption increaſes, the volume of our Inſtirutes 
muſt be enlarged ; and as this embarraſment will put 
corrupt men upon inventing ſhifts to elude ſuch laws, 
thoſe laws muſt neceflarily be ſtrained tighter upon 
them, and be farther ſtretched, to many things other- 
wiſe indifterent, to prevent eſcaping through them ; and 
as men grow more diligent and dextrous at ſuch eva- 
tions. Indiſterent points muſt more and more come 
under the prohibition and obligation of laws : which, 
tho rendered abſolutely neceſſary by the iniquity. of a 


people, 


E 


people, yet are they ſo many encroachments upon the 
natural liberties of men, and muſt by degrees become 


infupportable burthens to the innocent. Convenience 
and Example will be apt to recommend the poiſon even 
to Theſe, and infect the thin remains of virtue left, till 
the contagion ſpread fo univerſally, that (as Livy com- 
plains) the corruption be too great to be endured, and 


the remedy too deſperate to be applied*, 


Such was the ſtate of Rome /---To prevent the like 
calamity among us. I ſhall beg leave 


"THIRDLY, To recommend the turning the ad- 
vantageouggide of the maxim towards ourſelves. 


1. Let our firſt care be to withdraw from the gene- 
ral corruption our own perſonal ſhare of it. Let each 
man cleanſe away the filth from his on door, and the 
city ſhall be kept pure. When the ſinful fountain of 
the heart pours forth it's ſtreams, laws may watch the 
current, and drive it out of this, or that particular 
channel: but the waters continuing to flow from an 
unexhauſted ſource, will force themſelves a paſſage, 
and in ſpite of all bounds and reſtraints She ver forvings 


* Donec ad hc tempora, quibus nec vitia noſtra, nec remedia pat! 
poſſumus, perventum eſt. 


Lib, 1. Proœem. 
6 F 7 
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of ungodlineſs muſt make us afraid. But let the 
individuals ſtop up the ſprings within themſelves, 
and the whole flood will neceſſarily roll away. And 
this is properly the buſineſs of Religion; in which we 
are not. to ſtand idle, watching for others to begin, or 
cenſuring the progreſs of their work: each ſhould 
immediately apply himſelf to his. own taſk, and be 
ſatisfied upon ſuch fair and reaſonable evidence as he 
admits of in other practical concerns of life, in the 
following important points ; — That there is a God, and 
that he is the rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. * — 
That God has made of one blood all nations of men, + and 
that therefore, however civil diſtinctions may difference 
us, we all ſtand in the ſame relation to God, which ſhould 
teach us that great philanthrophy of loving our neighbour 
as ourſelves, and of doing unto others as we would be 
done unto. & Nay, civil relations call us gt of ourſelves 
to reſpect others; for no one's ſituation in the ſtate 
bears reference to Himſelf, ſuperiors and inferiors are 
relative terms and regard each other, the one owes 
protection, the other obedience. We mult therefore 
render to all their dues, and owe no man any thing, but 
to leve one another. + Even in our mutual dealings 
with one another where private advantage is the 
profeſſed aim, we muſt endeavour to keep the 


* Heb. xi. 6. + Ads xvii. 26. t Matth. xxii. 39. 
$ Match. vii. 12. + Rom, xiii, 8. 
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ſcales even, and not knowingly wrong our brother : 


» the exchange may be convenient on both ſides, but 
| we muſt endeavour to make it as equally ſo as we can, 
e for a falſe balance is abomination to the LOR D, but a 
7 uſt weight is his delight. + Nor is it worth while to of- 
0 fend God, and commit outrage upon our own conſciences 
e for a tranſitory intereſt, for ve can carry nothing away 
. 201% us woben we die, neither ſhall our - pomp follow us. K 
1 And (what a good œconomiſt ſhould never forget) 
4 though the profit be ever ſo great, yet i no advantage 
Y to gain the whole wworld at the expence of our own ſouls. F— 
d The more ſtrongly to influence and ſecure our beha- 
- viour in all points let us poſſeſs ourſelves with this truth, 
d that wwe muſt hereafter all appear before the judgment-ſeat 
1 of Cbriſt, that every one may receive the things done in his 
be body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
IN bad. * At which tribunal, no ſecreſy can conceal our 
* guilt, no ſubornation of evidence annihilate the action, 
” no wit or ingenuity palliate the offence : but a moſt 
- juſt judgment ſhall be paſſed, the conſequences of which 
. ſhall affect us in a bleſſed or miſerable eternity.“ * — 
L 


And leſt this mg righteous judgment, from a conſciouſ- 
S | neſs of paſt guilt ſhould diſſuade us from future amend- 


he ment as a hopeleſs work, or a preſumption on God's unli- 
ho mited mercy for irregular pardon ſhould encourage us to 
9: + Prov. xi. 1, 4 Pſal. xlix 17. Matth. xvi. 26. 
les * 2 Cor. v. 10. * Matth. xxv. 36. 


delay 
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les it, the atonement and ſatisfaction of Chriſt con- 
ditionally vouchlaſed, is neceſſary to be believed, to 
thed the enlivening Zleams of hope upon the foul, en- 
courage us to begin, fortify our reſolutions, and carry 
us unfainting and undiſmayed through the ſeveral diffi- 
culties and temptations that will oppoſe our progreſs. 


2. Having thus fecured ourſelves we may look abroad, 
and lend to our families, our neighbourhoods, and the 
iphere of our acquaintance, the light of our example, 
the weight of our authority, and the influence of our 
converſation. How many have miſcarried for want ot 
being directed and informed by their ſuperiors, and un- 
der the notion of liberty of conſcience, and freedom ot 
thinking, are expoſed wild to the fury of their un- 
| managed paſſions, and the devious tracts and precipices 
of their own ignorance? O glorious, and ever to be en- 
vied liberty, that leaves us without a guard or guide in 
the deſerts of Numidia ! Again, How many virtuous in- 
clinations and pious reſolutions have been cruſhed and 
oppreſſed by the overbearing torrent of ill ex: ample and 
looſe converſation ? "Tis generous to rife in the ſupport 

of ſuch diſtreſſed virtue: give countenance to modeſt 
merit, and defend it againſt the drunkard's long, and 
unmanly inſolence of ridicule. Nor need we, if well 
grounded, fear the opp poſition, ruth and nature (cor- 
rupt as it is, yet as it were recollecting her primitive per- 


ſection) are with us, and take our parts. It is true, hy- 
pocrites 


1 


pocriſy and ſuperſtition will deſervedly meet with con- 
tempt: but true religion and virtue appear with 
advantage, and command reverence from the ſceptic and 
the libertine. The former, when he ſees the good 
influence which faith has upon our lives and hopes, 
cannot but ſecretly regret his own precarious ſtate, and 
like Agrippa, is almoſt perſuaded ta, be a Chriſlian : The 
latter will be awed, and ſtand a while reſtrained, in- 
wardly admiring, and even envying virtue, which he 
dares not practice. This throws a veil o'er natural diſ- 
agreeableneſſes; the /Ethiopian grows fair, the crooked 
trait, the deformed amiable. Ci diſadvantages are 
totally ſurmounted ; a private ſtation, ſo adorned, 
mounts into honour, and even poverty, when earned 
by virtue, grows reſpected. Let us employ theſe ad- 
vantages for the public welfare, in enſorcing religion by 
our authority, where it extends, Spetially in our pri- 

vate families; recommending it by our example to our 
neighbourhoods and acquaintance ; and diſcountenance- 
ing upon all occaſions that profaneneſs, lewdneſs, and 

ſc1fiOnel, which at preſent poiſons almoſt every con- 
DPS If we have any ſolicitude for our own hap- 
pineſs, any concern for the proſperity of our own ru 
ſalem, any compaſſion for the welfare of our poſterity 
in ſucceeding times, let our perſonal virtues and their 
influence over others, ſecure to ourſelves a bleſſed re- 
compence of reward, watch like Guardian Angels o'er 
the public peace, and render future generations bleilca ! 
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